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MEDIA RELEASE 

Date: 29 October 2026

ISUZU MOTORS SOUTH AFRICA UNVEILS NEXT-GENERATION N-SERIES TRUCKS, USHERING IN A NEW ERA OF COMMERCIAL VEHICLE INNOVATION

GQEBERHA – Isuzu Motors South Africa (IMSAf) has officially introduced its highly anticipated, next-generation N-Series light and medium-duty trucks, marking a significant milestone in the company's storied history in the local commercial vehicle market. This comprehensive model change represents the culmination of extensive research, development, and a commitment to addressing the increasingly sophisticated and complex needs of South African fleet operators and businesses.
The new N-Series range, now in its seventh generation, is not merely an update but a strategic reimagining of the commercial vehicle platform, built upon the all-new Isuzu Modular Architecture and Component System (I-MACS). This global platform is engineered to accommodate future technologies and an expanding vehicle range, providing the flexibility to incorporate multiple powertrain options, including alternative energy solutions. While the immediate focus for the South African market remains on advanced, clean diesel technology, Isuzu is actively testing compressed natural gas and battery electric vehicle variants, with bio-compressed natural gas also under evaluation as a future-ready fuel solution.
“The launch of the new N-Series is a statement of intent,” says Mpho Nkhumeleni, Department Executive, CV Sales, Revenue Generation SACU, Isuzu Motors South Africa. “We have listened to our customers and the evolving demands of the transport and logistics sector. This truck is engineered to deliver superior performance, efficiency, and safety while providing a foundation for a more sustainable and digitally connected future. It sets the benchmark for what a modern commercial vehicle should be in South Africa.”
A Range Engineered for Every Application
The initial lineup introduces key models designed for a variety of operational requirements, all equipped with cleaner Euro 5 emission-compliant engines:
· NMR 250 AMT: Available in short wheelbase and crew cab configurations, offering enhanced manoeuvrability for urban deliveries.
· NPS 300 AMT: Offered in single and crew cab derivatives, this model has been specifically optimised with a new Automated Manual Transmission (AMT) for superior off-road capability and driver guidance.
· NPR 400 CNG: The compressed natural gas variant, available with manual or AMT, is scheduled for introduction a year later, providing a lower-emission solution for urban and regional routes.
· NQR 550: This new model is strategically positioned at the upper end of the medium-duty segment, delivering increased payload capacity and enhanced operational efficiency and is Euro 2 compliant.
Technology and Safety at the Forefront
The new N-Series is equipped with a host of technological advancements aimed at enhancing driver experience, fleet management, and safety:
· Advanced Powertrain and Transmission: The introduction of Euro 5-compliant engines with advanced exhaust after-treatment systems ensures significantly reduced emissions. The new AMT models, particularly on the NPS 300, feature built-in warnings and smoother control logic, providing enhanced durability and driver guidance, especially in demanding off-road conditions.
“We have a number of Euro 5 engined models already available in the current gen N-Series. With the new gen N-Series we are simply adding more models such as the NMR 250 single cab Euro 5, NPS 300 AMT Euro 5 and on the NPR400 CNG we are going from Euro4 to Euro 5. Our Euro 5 trucks uses DOC (Diesel Oxidation Catalyst) after treatment system.
“The DOC system eliminates the need for costly Ad Blue liquids.” 
· Isuzu Insight Telematics: Each truck comes standard with a two-year subscription to the Isuzu Insight fleet management portal. This system provides comprehensive business intelligence dashboards, vehicle servicing reminders, and proactive alerts to optimise fleet efficiency. The service is opt-in by default, ensuring transparency and control for the customer.
· Uncompromising Safety Standards: Safety remains a cornerstone of the new N-Series. The cab is built to the rigorous ECE-R29 safety standard, providing superior occupant protection in the event of a collision. Enhanced visibility is provided by standard Bi-LED headlamps with Daytime Running Lights (DRL), LED fog lamps, and a new ‘wet wiper’ system that improves washability and visibility. Furthermore, the cab’s front panel incorporates energy-absorbing space to reduce injury to pedestrians and other vulnerable road users in low-speed impacts.
· Enhanced Driver Comfort and Ergonomics: The newly designed cab offers a more comfortable and productive work environment. Improvements include a more efficient air conditioning system, a smaller diameter steering wheel for better control and easier ingress/egress, a suspended accelerator pedal to improve foot clearance, and a new mechanical suspension seat for optimal driver support. The multi-information display in the instrument cluster provides key vehicle data, including fuel economy and an integrated engine hour meter, eliminating the need for aftermarket units.
Chassis and Electrical Upgrades for Superior Performance
The new N-Series platform features a strengthened, yet lightweight, chassis frame with a wider 850mm width and increased height for models from the NPR 275 upwards, contributing to greater stability and payload capacity. The power-assisted braking system has been enhanced to provide improved braking performance across all models.
A New Chapter for Isuzu in South Africa
With the introduction of the seventh-generation N-Series, Isuzu Motors South Africa is not only reinforcing its leadership in the light and medium-duty truck segments but also demonstrating its long-term commitment to the South African market. This model change represents a significant investment in local operations and a clear vision for the future of commercial transport, balancing current performance needs with the forward-looking demands of decarbonisation and digital transformation.
For more information on the new Isuzu N-Series range, including full specifications and availability, please visit www.isuzu.co.za or contact your nearest Isuzu Dealer.
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About Isuzu Motors South Africa
Isuzu Motors South Africa is a wholly owned subsidiary of Isuzu Motors Limited of Japan, a global leader in commercial vehicles and diesel engine technology. ISUZU has maintained a presence in South Africa since 1964, with the introduction of its first commercial vehicles, followed by light commercial vehicles in 1972. Local production of ISUZU bakkies commenced in 1978, establishing a strong manufacturing heritage in South Africa.
Today, Isuzu Motors South Africa is a leading manufacturer and distributor of commercial vehicles, bakkies, and SUVs, with a significant manufacturing footprint in Gqeberha and an expanding presence across Sub-Saharan Africa. Renowned for durability, reliability, and customer-focused innovation, ISUZU continues to deliver mobility solutions that support businesses, communities, and economic growth. For more information on Isuzu products visit www.isuzu.co.za     
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